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WORLD CLASS MRO
MOVE FOR SAUDI

Deregulation delivers $300m

opportunity for MAZ Aviation

A new 5300 million company
wits launched yesterday to
doliver “world class”

i +and support
cs lo private aviation in
» Middlo East - and Saudi
gulate

on industry played a
critical role

[MEBA 2004,
announced
the ereation of a trio of
companies under a holding
pany Ajwaa Alalam
srcup (chalet 19).

The three companies will
ft and fleet
munl services,

t maintenance and
tics support.

At the heart of the busi-
ness is a 570 million 10,000
stquare meteo mainter

nee

and support centre being
built at King Khalid
International Airport,
Riyadh

“Globally, the Middle East
is one of the most important
markets for business and
privi viation, yat it Is one
aof the 1L rserved in
terms of services and

This year's MEBA, is set to be a

support,” says Mohammed
Al-Zoer, chairman of Ajwaa
Alalam Haolding

“We will provide the avia-
tion community in the
Middle East with th

ol service

Suman

pl

alm Is 1o change the
current status by blishing
waorld class services which
will ensure that the Middle
[East business and private
aviation community receives
the highest degres of relia-
bility and ¢
wier pakd tribute to the
s eivil aviation
urrently al the

heart of a strateg

late many areas of the

aviation industry.
“Deregulation is now

sy 1o deregu-

playing a tremendous role
in making invesiment
opportunities that much
better by reducing the
administration side of
approvals,” he says. “From
the day we submitted the
initial application to the
day we received approval, it

Mohammed Al-Zeer reflects on the Saudl opportunity

took just three weeks,
Before, it would have
vears. The civil avi
people are g oul to their
way o move from one of
the most regulated m
in the world to one
deregulated. We would not
have embarked on this
venture if it had not been
deregulated.”

The three companies in
the i

roup a

am Aviation
VA SERV)
spocialising in providing

aircrafl and Mee! manage-

Compa
specialising in providing
afrcrafl maintenance serv-
fces,

Ajwaa Alalam Logistics
(AIWA LOGISTICS) which
provides spare parts and
logistics.,

Al-Zoer says Rivadh was
chosen as the now firm's
baso L
of the Middle East’s private
aviation business. The

use it is the centro

AMBITIOUS
PALM UNVEILS
NEW FBO PLAN

Palm A

srhaul (
il

kingdom not only has the
i aviation

gest-

=51 priva
market, but the

Riyadh facility will
b able to handle all types
of airerafl up to Boelng 777s
and Alrbus A240s and will
become operational in the
first quartor of 2011,

B MRO provision Is a key
Issue at MEBA - see
stories on Page 4 and 10

says: “The only cancellation we

Show set for record... and word of caution

which are in the region for the
first time. They include a wide
range of models from the world's
major manufacturers, inchuding
Airbus, Boeing, Bombardier,
Cassna, Dassault, Gulfstream,
Embraer, and Hawher Beschoraft.
The show does not appear to
have been affected by current

huge success. According to FEE
Aerospace, which organises the
show, deals are expected 1o smash
last year's $907m orders record.

The event has tripled In size
since 2007, with some 5,000 visi-
ftors expected along with 250
exhibitors from Europe. the US.
Asla and tho Middle East.

There are more than 70 aircraft
on the static park, several of

had was from someone who
wanted 1o use his own jet himself,”

Following such a full house,
MEBA could change venue In
future and tour other key sites in
the region. Howevar, Al Nagbi
points out: “We insist that any
show location has the same high
standards as we employ here and
will not move unless that
happens.”

global economic instability. “There
|= & waiting list for aircraft wanting
to be on the static park,” says Ali
Al Nagbi, founding chairman of the
Middle East Business Aviation
Association (MEBAA) the industry
Ibody behind MEBA.

However, there are likely to be
wamings today from the region's

leading charter organisation, Abu
Dhabi's Royal Jet, that as many
as 40% of the current ordars for
lighter jets could be put on hold or
even cancelled.

The top-of-the-range large jet
market seams likely to remain
solid and the mood at the show
buildup was bucyant. Al Nagbi

New: B787 VIP model 1:20

Live your dream.
Visit us at booth 410

Lufthansa Technik VIP Completion.

More mobility for the world

Lufthansa Technik

Visit us at: www.luftha achnik.com
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Sun rises on expanding Empire

Dubai-based Empire Aviation
Group (stand 8) is using
MEBA 2008 to announce a
new joint vi e
partnership in Sandi Arabia,
which will replicate the
company’s full portfolio of
aviation services in the UAE,
covering aircraft sales,
management and flight
operations, and executive jot
charter services,

The new company will be
operational from a base in
Rivadh before the end of
2008.

In a hectic schedule
Empire, which is exhibiting
from its own dedicated stand
for the first time, will also
announce new sales, services
and relationships.

The firm is alsa
welcoming guests Lo the
chalet alongside business
jet and spoecial mission
aircraft manufacturer,
Hawker Beechcraft
Corporation, for which
Empire Aviation Group is a
regional distributor.

Empire currently manages
a fleet of eight aircraft, seven
of which are available for
charter, having already
added four new aircraft to its
Dubai-based fleet in 2008.

The company expects the
fleet to grow to 11 aircraft by
the end of 2008, based on the
vary strong performance of
its aircraft sales division.
Empire aircraft sales have
powered ahead in 2008 with
20 firm orders from clients in
the region — a combination of

Ready for take-off: Paras Dhamecha at the helm of a rapidly-growing business

new Hawker and Beechcraft
aircraft and various other
pre-owned models.

The fleet consists of
aircrafl from every major
husiness jet manufacturer, as
Empire grows rapidly within
the expanding regional
market for private aviatio

The firm's rapid expansion
is also reflected in its staffing
and facilities; headcount will
rise to 80 by the end of 2008

Cessna’'s third Smart move

Citation Sovereign lo
This aircraft was he
manth and is part of a s

na (stand 0D1) has recently deliverad a third
Egypt's Smart Aviation,

ded over at the end of last
x-aireraft order.

“The Sovereign has an important role to fill, as we
are introducing the concept of executive air charter to a
new market,” says Smart Aviation chiefl execulive

Sameh Anwar.

“l am pleased to report that the fleet is performing
very weall. Not only does the spacious interior and
ample range cater to our customers’ needs, but the
aircraft are also proving dependable and cost-sffective

to oparate.”

Trevor Esling, Cessna’s vice president for interna-

tional sales sa

st “We are delighted that Smart Aviation

is enjoying success with the Citation Soversign. Its
combination of high-temporature performance,

spac
conditioning, coupled
payload, single the Sove

us cahin and stowage, and APU-supported air
ith its excellent range and
gn out as an aircrafl particu-

larly well suited for the Middle Eastern market,”

10

and the company has just
unveiled plans for an 80,000
square feet hangar facility at
Dubai World Central, which
will showease its products
and services and operate as
world-wide headquarters of
Empire Aviation Group.

and we continue Lo grow
rapidly across all aspects of
our business.

“Aircraft sales are holding
up well and demand for the
Beecheraft Premier 11 busi-
ness jot, which is an
excollent entry-level aire

aft,

Steve Hartley, ex
director and head of
sales, says: “We have
achisved a great deal in our
first full year of operation

srafl

conti 1o inc .,
Executive director Paras
Dhamecha adds: “The
private aviation sector
continues to develop quickly

across the region with new
world class infrastructure
being added and, while
economic activity may he
slowing, we remain very
confident about the
prospects for the medium to
long term.

“Our new joint venture in
Saundi Arabia will be a major
step in our development into

Execulet unveils new airport plans_

Execulet is planning to
build a bigger and batter
Fixed Base Operation
[FBO) with full
maintenance provision at
the new Dubai World
Central airport thal opens
next vear.

Mike Berry, Execujet’s
chiel in the Middle East,
says: “We have secured the
plots, which will allow us
to build a much bigger
facility. We are in the plan-
ning phase and are
internally running our
business plans against
different scenarios.”

Plans for the new facility
will complement Execulat’s
existing operation at Dubai
International, where it has
6G0,24501% with 24,35801% of
hangar space.

“Fror Lomer
perspactive, if he or she
wishes to land al Dubai
International and house the
aircraft there, we can still
do that,” explains Berry,
“We'll provide the same
standard of Execulet serv-
ices at Jebel Ali. A
customer won't nead to
land at one airport and

Execulet Middle East’s Mike Berry

then ferry for maintenance,
We can offer a full suite of
services al both facilities.”

Berry says that the
company needs to expand
because urrent facility
is full. “Our current FEO
doesn't allow us to
enhance our services,” he
says.

The new facility gives
Execulet a fantastic oppor-
tunity to expand its
aviation sorvices, says

Berry. “We're not offering
anything new, but will ba
expanding our mainte-
nance support, like wo do
in other parts of the world,
beyond Bombardier.

“A whole new ball game
opens up when you start to
include othor manufac-
turers’ products. If we can
capturs 20% markel share,
that more than doubles our
revenue on maintenance
capability,” he explains.

. ———
Strong product
line on offer
from HBC

Hawker Beechcraft (HEC) is
bullding on its recent
success in the region by
showcasing five of its
aircraft at chalet 36,

The OEM has brought its
flagship composite fuselage
super-midsize Hawker
4000, the midsize Hawker
SO0XP, the Hawker 400XP,
the Beecheraft Premier IA
and the Beechcraft King Air
350.

Sean McGeough, HBC
vice president, international
sales, says: “The Middle
East is one of the world's
fastest-growing regions for
business aviation and very
important for us in terms of
business aircraft sales.”

He adds that there are a
number of contributory
factors, including accept-
ance of business aircraft to
stimulate trade and the fact
that Dubai and Bahrain are
major regional financial
hubs.

“Our aircraft allow people
to travel more efficiently for
business or leisure
purposes,” says Ted Farid,
HBC vice president, new
business development.

HEC has also announced
that it has opened a new
international sales office in
Vienna. McGeough says:
“For years, Vienna has
been the hub of Eastern
Eurcpean commerce and
positioning our new sales
office in this location allows
us to augment our intema-
tional growth.”

In more good news for
Hawker Eeechcraft several
local charter operators have
added its products to their
fleets.

Bahrain's Rizon Jet is
adding a second Hawker
S00XP, scheduled for
delivery in 2009. The
company already operates
@ Beecheraft Premier 1A and
a Hawker S00XP.

Dubakbased MAF will
also take delivery of a new
S00XP by the end of the
year and HBC has delivered
two Beechcraft King Air 350
turbopraps to Saudi's
Medevac, with a further
three to be delivered by the
end of the year, Gulf Jet is
also to take delivery of the
first reglon’s first
Beechcraft King Air 350ER.

To cater for the growth in
demand, HBC recently
opened a new sales office
in Dubai and support comes
from Jet Aviation in Dubai,
which is an authorised
sefvice centre for all Hawker
mid-size business jets.
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Prestige
unveils new
‘Flying
ambulance’
venture

Abu Dhabl-based Prestige
Jet announced today that it
has launched a new
subsidiary, Prestige Fllght
Ambulance (PFA), to cater
for the huge demand for its
medical evacuation and
repatriation sarvices from
the region.

The new venture is an
extension of the medevac
service the campany
launched earfior this year,

Chairman His Excellency
Gaith Ben Hamil AlGaith
58ys: “We recently won the
UAE Ministry of Health
tender because we provide
@ service of the highest
standards. The outstanding
services of our highly
trained team of medical
and aviation professionals,
their customes focus and
attention to detail,
generate a high demand.”

PFA will operate two
dedicated alrcraft parma-
nently positioned n Abu
Dhabi, a Challenger 504
and a Lear 55. 10 carry
patients to any destination
in the world. Both alrcraft
are fully equipped with
state-of-the-art medical
equipment and staffed by
experienced practicing
paramedics. PFA also
provides an allemale crew
when required.

Faris Deeb, managing
director, says: “Since the
beginning of the year we
have been taskod with
more than 45 madical
evacugation missions,
Including critical cases,
from the health ministry.
local health authorities and
private medical hospitals.
Dur success rate is 100%.
No competitor can come
even close to what we
affer.”

Medical boost for Bombardier CRJs

and erow on
te-configured
Js supplied
by Profect Phoonix will
soon enjoy the SUTARCE
by th
in-flight medical
from MedAim of th
{stand 1008),

shgn an ag
today undar which
Projoct Phoenix
CRJ ownirs a
freo MedAimo modical

Mg 4 ono
subse r||m<m to the
24/7 ModLink C

Rispunso Contro

flight medic
crew mambers will be .lhl:-
to contact MedLink

12

Flying Colours’ Eric
GHlesple shows off the CRJ
conversion here at MEBA

Execuliner makes a MEBA
pass with Flying Colours

7 and

5 l\']l'udlhp“\'lrlhlhl'f[ﬂ Lt-'cLln-vr

l\"l, A,

The |-c.1mp
it

s orig) ullv a CRJZ00 regional
7481 = but now sports a new 16-
exocutive interior as well as Flylag
CR) auxiliary fuel system, which
its range to 3,000nm.
ExocLiner removes the standard 50-seat
alrline Interlor of the CR]200 and replaces 1t
with an executive configuration that can be
tailored from a variety of options to a
customer's porsonal taste,

“With the hype surrounding CR] conversions
in the industry, we are excited to be the first
company in the world de ing this type of

alreraft o owr customers,”
Gillaspio.

“This aircraft was on display at the NBAA
convention manth and got a lot of attentlon
from many difforent people in the industry, We
aro looking to ha sponso fram

and visitors at MEBA. The

B ton has boeen attractive to
individuals or groups looking for an alroraft
uper large cabin and low operating

says prosident John

lespie, sales and marketing managoer

are many companies offering CR]
tons, but w the only ones delivering,
airoraft is th wnd to b ured,
And we currently have six more ‘in-houss’ with
two more due to bo delivered before the year
end,” ho adds,

tunity to buy ather offerings
from MedAin

including its

% that the turnaround time is
around seven and a half months “and with
OEM backlogs so long it's cost effecti
r‘-nnp n-d to o Challenger RS0 1
n and $30m.

Gillespie

undproofing
r 54dB nolse lo
Expross sound pros

Ing kit. It's really

Hul it isn't just the owner app
Gillespie sees as being key to marl
aircraft successfully. He says: =This is a great
alrcraft for chartering, You can really make
monoy with it"

Joint venture launched

Today will see the launch of AVISA Gulf, a business partner-
ship between AVISA Aviation Safety Systems Lid and AJA, Al

doctors via satellite phone or
rirdio. Thay will also
first-respondor mud!
g and will ha:
tey o ModAdre-
aircraft firs
heart defibri

equipmeant will be installed
during CRJ interior fit-out by
Projoct Phoonix partnor
Flying Colours of
Peterborough, Ontario,

CR] owners and crow an
also being offered the oppor-

feature the MedAlme package
will be delivored in January
to Macau-based business
charter operator et Asia,
Project Phoenix
announced its programme
at last yoar's Dubal Show
o av yma the long
delivery times currently
common among business
jot manufacturer
soveral former s
Bumbardier
Phoanix affirs what it calls

alternative to new hu-.uu 154
aircraft in the 2,200-
3.000nm-range calegory.

Jaber Aviation’s newest venture.

D Mark Plerott and Justin Goatcher have been appointed
Joint managing directors.

Goatcher says: “The Al Jaber Group (Stand 415) has diver-
sified into avistion after conducting 8 detailed study into the
reglon’s requirements. With the addition of AVISA UK's
European aviation safety approval knowledge and professional
expertise to form the new business, AVISA Gulf is a continua-
tion of this diversification strategy.”

M54 Guif's Abu Dhabi base gives airlines, fieet and indl-
widual aperators and Maintenance Repair Organisations (MRT)
the: oppOrtunity 1o SOUME expert services and training locally.

Mohammed Al laber, AJA chief executive. says: “AVISA Gulf
brings specialised aviation technical sarvices that are not
currently available in our region. These services ane in acoor-
dancg with Evropean aviation standords and will assist niw
Startups of existing operations 1o take betiter control of their
activities.”

AVISA Guif's debut contract is a CAMO service agreement
for AJA’s 21-strong VIP and executive fleet.
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Twinjet opens Middle
East business

Executive jot operator Twinjet Aviation (stand 200) has
opened a Middle East business with the appointment of its
first over representative in the region, it was announced on
the eve of MEBA.

Nail Turnbull joined Twinjet on November 1 and will
ropresent the operator and its sister firm, The Charter
Company, throughout the Middle East. He will be based in
the UAE.

The appointment comes as Twinjel marks a successful first
nine months in the Middle East, having operated a Challenger
604 aircrafl from the region since February 2008,

Turnbull was previously owner of Flight Management, an
air charter broker recently acquired by The Chartor
Company, and has more than 20 years' experience in execu-
tive aviation.

Keith McMann, chief executive officer of Twinjel, says:
“The Middle East is a key growth market for Twinjet and
Neil's extensive experience will ba vital as we develop our
operations. We are currently in negotiations to open an
aircraft base in the region in the next fow months and plan to
introduce additional aircraft to our Midedle East fleet.”

Turnbull adds: “I am delighted to join forces with Twinjet
and I'm looking forward to helping drive the sxpansion
plans.”

A Starlet is born at MEBA

Western Aviation of ETA Star Group in Dubai and Aviation
Concepts/Sojitz Group of Japan are joining forces 1o
provide P solutions.

The new organlzmbn ~ Starlet (stand 700) - will offer a
wide range of services like aircraft sales and leasing,
world-wide charter, turnkey aircraft management, mainte-
nance and FBO services.

Private jet charter s Western Aviation's core specializa-
tion. The company p les charter igh its
private and secure terminal facilities, charter consultants,

ground port ar on-board ancd
anter orrboard tel i and cahin
attendants.

Now, the new Starlet organization will offer the total
range of professional ayiation service solutk says Al
Kamal, general manager Western Group.

“Western Aviation’s tie-up with Sojitz to form Starlet is
part of our move ta blish global leadership in
providing quality transport solutions,” he says.

Yohei Sakural, vice president charter sales Sojitz
Group,/Aviation G adds: “The
Aviation,/Sojitz collaboration will bring a P ve and

Business is moving
fast at Vistalet

VistaJet (stand 524) claims to be the {astest-growing private jet

company outside of the USA.
highlighting its presence in the Middle

Here, at MEBA, it is

East, offering its full suite of “innovative flight solutions”,

The company says this move signals it’s commitment to
the region and enables it to expand its flight solutions further
into the growing Middle Eastern market.

Vistafot has a thriving jet charter business in Dubai running
an all-Bombardier business jet fleet.

Following the company’s $1.2 billion order for up to 60
new Bombardier jets at EBACE, the VistaJel fleet will soon
number 90 medium o ultra-long range aircraft, In June, the

aql

ion of Skyjet International

— Bombardier's charter

services division — established Vistalet as one of the world's

largest private jot companies.

“Wa are launching a major initiative that will encourage,
stimulate and support the private jot business in the Middla
East,” explains chairman Thomas Flohe, “Our key aim is to
couple affordability with pure luxury by offering superior

alternative solutions to the traditional jet charter and frac-
tional / whole ownership offerings.

“Our flight solutions open up a new chapter in business
aviation, revolutionising the way people use business jets,
Under Vistaet's whole aircrafl ownership programme, for
example, our customers may purchase a new Challenger 605
aircrafl and begin flying immediately. They pay one simple
rterly payment based on their hourly commitment,
which, in many cases, is lower than the traditional direct
operating costs of the aircraft, There are no fixed fees, no
ntenance expenses, and no monthly management fees.
This is an exceptional package for an aircraft of this capa-
bility and range.”

VistaJet projects a 50 per cent increase in its revenues this
year and expects its fleet to be logging around 80,000 flight
hours annually by 2012, The company has also launched its
husiness in Asia recently, by placing aircraft at the newly-
opened Subang Airport in Kuala Lampur, where it is
shing an operating base for the Asian market.

Palm lands Jordan agreement

seamless array of aviation service solutions to the Middle
East.”

Western Aviation is also displaying three alrcraft at
MEBA 2008 - a Hawker S00XP (static park location 33); a

Dubai-t 1 Palm Aviation
[stand 1000) and Jordan
Aircraft Maintenanece
(JorAMCo) signed a
M dum of

Falcon 900EX ( ion 51) and a C 605 (locatl
52}.

Fairoz, i of

Western Group, says: “Since 2005 wgstern Aviation has
had a remarkable record In private jet chartering in the
region. In order to stand up to the expectations of
customers, we acquired a brand new Hawker 900XP, which
is an acclaimed jet in jts class. Keeping in mind our long-
term ambitious plans, we have also signed for a new
Hawker 4000 super mid-sized jet. which will provide our
customers an unmatched private chartering experience,”

Ihsaan Deeb, busi devel Western
Aviation, says: “The new mllnboratlon leading to the forma-
tion of Starlet will enable us to offer a wider range of
Aviation services to a broader spectrum of consumers.”

A Bombardler Challenger 605

14

Understanding (MolT) at the
heginning of tha month.

The agreement will son
Palm provide global flight
support, ground handling and
re-fuelling services 1o
JorAMCo's customers during
their maintenance visits to
CQueen Alia International
Airport in Amman, Jordan,

Bashir Abdel Hadi, ceo of
JorAMCo says: “Wa am
delighted to have signed this
Moll with Palm Aviation; its
ground handling and refu-
elling services will ba

promoted to the operators and
airlines who are using our
facility and they will defi-
nitely need this service for
positioning and re-positioning
of their aircrafl.”

Samer Dabbagh, ﬂxvm:twtr
vice president and
utive of Palm Avi
“The relationship with
JorAMCo is very impartant to
s as we are expanding our
operations across the region.
The continued success and
growth of the aviation sector
in the Middle East is, toa
great extent, linked with effec-
tive flight support services and
we aim to deliver the world
class aviation infrastructure
that the region needs ™

Samer Dabbagh (1), Palm Aviation, and Bashir Abdel Hadl (r),
JorAMCO

Oxygen 4 breathes easy in the Middle East

Oxygen 4 Aviation sees the Middle East
s plans to improve

as i major factor in
on last year's $28m revenue,

Director Craig Middleton says that the
company has seon a 20 per cont growth
in the region in the last 18-maonths.
he Middle East is a relatively new
and unigque market for us and we're very

offers,” he says.

cabin service,”

kean to explore the opportunities it

. “It is a niche market,
with expectations and requirements
quite removed from those we cater for in
Europe and the rest of the world, There
is strong demand in the Middle East,
especially for wide-body jets with full

Oxygen 4 was established in 2005
and, while UK-based, the company is
active in Furope, primarily chartering
private jets from Germany, Austria and
Switzorland. Russia, the Middle East
and Asia are pinpointed to provide
growth opportunities aver the coming
months.
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Driving ambition of First Class Cars

British company First Class Cars (stand 59)
is aiming to show it can match on four

s the standards of comfort and

service sel by the VIP jets and helicopters
in the static park.

The only chauffeur-driven operation at
MEBA 08, the company is aiming to win
the custom of the growing number of
Middle East operators who regularly fly
into the UK and Europe, offering them a
seamless, high-quality VIP service on the
ground.

“We are considering the possibilit
positioning vehicles here in Dubai
chief executive Graham Coate. *And we
are pursuing three-to-four-day bookings
under which we would supply a driver
and luxury car to the client for the dura-
tion of his stay in the UK.”

The company’s 35-strong fleet includes
examples of the Mercedes S-Class saloon

5

and Viano, Chrysler Grand Voyager,
Bentley Continental Flying Spur and Rolls-
Royee Phantom. All sport a highly
polished black exterior and a sumptuous
leather and wood interior.

Headquartered at London Luton Airport
and including music and film companies
among its blue-chip clientele, First Class
Cars has deployed a vehicle tracking
system that provides position updates
every 60 saconds. This is matched by a
flight tracking system lo monitor aircraft
arrival times in order to minimise costly
wailing time for clients and charter
hrokers,

“Business jets and helicopters often have
to be diverted becanse the weather closes
in, the client changes his mind about
whare he wants to go, or meetings
overrun,” says Coale. “We can be there to
meet the aircraft at the shortest notice.”

AV U
Authors Liz Moscrop and Sanjay Rampal with the Etihad
pilots at the launch

Celebrating the greatest
women in aerospace history

Aviation is fuelled by as much by testosterone as Avgas
- but many of the bravest and meost pioneering aviators
have been women.

These unsung heroines of the skies - and beyond -
are celebrated in a new book, ‘The 100 Greatest
Women in Aviation® by Liz M p and Sanjay Ramp

Liz is at MEBA to promote the bock, and will be
signing copies for people purchasing the book from the
Aerocomm stand (stand 923) at noon today.

Several Arab women are included in the book
including Aisha Al Manscori and Salma Al Balooshi,
the first two female cadets from Ethihad, who made a
special appearance when the book was launched in the
summer.

“It was a great surprise to be included in the book.
It's very inspirational for women in particular,” says Al
Ealooshi.

The book covers 100 profiles of some of the bravest
and most inspirational women in flight history. Profiles
include Harriet Quimby, Patty Wagstaff, Amelia Earhart,
Amy Johnsen and Valentina Tereshkova, the first woman
In Space,

Visitors can buy copies for Dhs100 at the stand.
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Satellite
smorgasbord
from EMS

EMS Satcom [stand 113)
supplied the satellite
P ications

pounds and also more
compact and higher-

installed on most of the big
bizjets in the static park.

But technology marches on,
and now the Ottawa-based
Inmarsat aeronautical equip-
ment manufacturer is in
Dubai to promote a lighter
and more high-performing
successor 1o the best-selling
AMT-50.

Announced at last month's
NBAA show in Orlando and
designed to optimise the
delivery of Inmarsat's
432kbit/sec-per-channel
SwiftBroadband service, the
tail-mounted, mechanically
steared AMT-700 builds on
more than 15 years of field
experience with the AMT-50.

“It incorporates several
technological advances origi-
nally brought to market in our
AMT-3800 phased-array
product and now being
applied to maxinise
SwiftBroadband data
throughput and system
capacity,” says product devel-
opment vp John Broughton.

Weighing less than five

performing than its
predecessor. the new antenna
is aimed at smaller business
aircrafl like Cossna's newly
announced Citation
Columbus, With its lower
power consumption, higher
gain and a small footprint, it
is specifically designed to
mest or exceod
SwiftBroadband requirements.
It is due to be commercially
available from next May.

Also featured at the EMS
stand is the Sky Connect
Iriclinm-based salcoms service
offered by Atlanta-based
parent company EMS
Technologies.

EMS Technologies acquired
Sky Connect, a satellite appli-
cations provider
headquartered in Maryland,
with the aim of building a
sarvice busingss of its own in
the rapidly developing
Iricinm aercnantical sector,
Sky Connect special i
Iricium-based combined
tracking and voice systems for
general aviation and has hard-
ware flying on more than

2,000 aircraft. [ts integrated
solution comprises hardware,
accessories, airtime and Web-
based mapping.

The company doubled its
sales in 2005-07 and is fore-
cast to grow by more than 25
per cent this vear. Its
customers ars concentrated
mainly in the US offshore

helicopter market but it has
also won business in the fire-
fighting, emergency medical
transport, law enforcement
and air transport sectors.

G

Flying doctor demo

A new enhanced and lighter weight Tempus IC personal
doctor for business jets is being introduced at MEBA by
RDT {stand 542).

The UK-based company will be giving demonstrations
of the product, which allows even non-medically trained
personnel to collect and transmit a sick passenger’s vital
signs such as blood pressure, pulse and heart condition
from any remote land, sea and air location to a ground-
based medical response team.

It is specifically designed for use in limited aircraft
cabin space or at the passenger's seat.

RDT’s air transport s include Emi and
Virgin, which has installed Tempus on board all its long-
haul fleet of aircraft,

For mone news,/show
images see
flightglobal.com
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HALL HIGHLIGHTS

Wonder of winglets
boosts productivity

Less than ter s ago the world's first
large-cabin aircraft with blended
winglets debuted at the Dubai Air Show,
Now the descendants of that Dubai Air
Wing BB] number nearly three thousand The «

%

and technology developer Aviation
Partners (stand 925) is keen to push the
fue ing credentials of its brainchild.
Ve've radically changed the produc-
if large-cabin VIP
head-of-sts craft,”

salos vp Gary

cuts in fuel burn and emissions, plus 5-
7% more range and improved climb
performance. No other modification will the region for VIP 7
you anything close to the produc- strong,” says Dunn,
v improvements provided by
blended winglets.”

1

New package for VL]s

ARING Direct (stand 330) has announced an economical
package of web-enabled flight support services for VLI
operators and other GA aircraft with less than 12,5001b
take-off weights,

The VLI package costs $1,500 yearly and includes a full
suite of support services online. It has comprehensive
flight planning, weather, alrcraft tracking, rumway analysis
and weight and balance applications. As well as being
accessible through any normal internet connection, the

Aviation Partners’ blended wingl,
are standard on the BB]. They are
available for the 737-300 and -500, and
will be certified soon on the 7

v has retrofitted 12 corpo-
rate/VIP 757-200s — the late g
Athens-based Gainjet, which will enter
ice this month — and recently
mpleted the world's first wingletted
nil VIP 737-300. Genova-based PrivatAir is Dunn, *
s the first VIP operator 1o
Dunn. “A wingletted Boeing offers big retrofit for the 767-300E|

“The bulk of the global BB] fleet is
based in the Middle Es

Ve look forward to
enhancing the performance of many ha
more Middle Eastern large-c

: ports over the next few years.”

1 AP's blended winglets are also certifi-
cated or in development for Dassault,
J00ER. Gulfstream and Hawker airframes. Mora
than a hundred Hawker 800/800XPs -
including two Hawker 800XPs in this

n - have been upgraded. “We expect
to add the Hawker 750 to our existing
supplemental type certificate soon,” says
Jur network of authorised

installers was recently extended by the
addition of Dubai Asrospa
owned Standard Aero in the 1 ,
Certification for the Dassault Falcon
2000 is dus in the first quarter of next
year, and AP says that it already holds a
klog of orde Yrogrammes for the
“alcon 900 and 50 are under way.

t and demand in
and 767s remains

cahin VIP

suite is also compatible with PDAs, smartphones and
BlackBerrys. There is also an option for users to purchase
fuel through ARINC Direct.

“Nearly 400 Eclipse and Cessna VUs have started flying
in the last two years and this is the first suite of flight
support applications that is costeffective for them,” says
Bob Richard, ARINC senior director, Flight Support Services.
“ARINC is happy to support this fast-growing and under-
served segment of today’s business aviation market.”

Aviation Partners’
winglets bringing
benefits to BBJ
operators
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AIRPORTS

n the desert behind the

industrial Dubai suburb

of Jebel Ali, the world's

biggest airport in area —
and perhaps eventually in
traffic — is taking shape.
Part of the Arab emirate's
long-term ambition to create
the leading global hub for
air freight and long-haul
passenger travel, the six-
runway Al Maktoum
International is also
intended to become a major
business aviation centre in
the next decade, and with
80 hangar plots available,
home te a number of fixed-
base operations and
maintenance facilities.

Dubai World Central —
the 140kmz2 commercial,
leisure and residential
development of which Al
Maktoum International is
part — has signed deals with
a number of operators to
open premises at the
airport's so-called Aviation
City. They include US busi-
ness aviation se:
start-up XJet World, which
plans to open in early 2010
the airport’s first fixed base
operation, a $35 million
“clubhouse” with covered
parking for up to 25
aircraft,
The development will

mirror the company’s
members-only facility in

Denver, where 13 [soon to
be 20] aircraft owners pay a
one-off fee for dedicated
hangarage, handling and
lounge access, *We don't
like the term FBO, which
tend to cater for the pilots
rather than the owners and
are very much dependent
on the margin they can get
on fuel sales,” says chief
execulive Josh Stewart, who
founded X]et Waorld 16
months ago. “Our business
maodel is pitched at very
high net worth individuals
who expec ir
sarvice in every aspect of
their lives, and we provide
that.” Construction on the
1,500m2 facility will begin
early next year with the
business eventually

Several of the business
aviation lenants at the
existing Dubai International
Airport, currently the
region’s biggest private
aviation hub, could follow.
Swiss business aviation
services companies
Execulet and el Aviation
both have large FBOs in the
airport's free zone where
space isala [rrfrIIIiIIlll.

Al Maktoum’s main rival
to become the region’s busi-
ness aviation hub could
scarcely be more different.
The Al Bateen air base is

10km from Abu Dhabi city
centre and was the
emirate’s airport until Abu
Dhabi International openad
in 1979. Although it is
home to Abu Dhabi's two
newast business aviation
operators, Falcon Aviation
and Prestige Jet, it
house and squat,
buildings make it unmistak-
ably a military station,
However, this is set to
change. At the Paris air
show, Abu Dhabi Airports
(ADAC) announced plans to
turn Al Bateen into the
region’s first dedicated
business aviation airport,
with work on the 850
million project starting next
year when the air force
begins a 30-month phased

Above: Dubai's l
Executive

Flight Centre

is set for the

new alrport of
Jebel Ali.

Right: The

shape of things

to come at Al
Bateen

departure. The move will
free up the expanding inter-
national airport, base of
flag-carrier Etihad, to focus
on scheduled services, with
freight and some low-cost
flights being routed through
the oasis city of Al Ain.

Al Bateen's big advan-
tages will he its proximity
to the city and the fact that
it will be exclusively for
business aviation, says
Mohammed Al Bulooki,
vice president airline
marketing and aeronautical
revenue al ADAC, “The
business aviation customer
wants to feal special. He
doesn't want to have Lo
wail for a 747 to take off.
The message is that this is
your airport, not just your

aircraft,” he says, adding a
nona-to-subtle knock at his

rival: “This will not be a
six-runway airport with a
b s aviation piece on

the side.”

The response to the move
r]'f_\l]l iipﬂrﬂlllr‘ﬂ I]{ls l]l'.i‘.l'l
“overwhelmin Al
Bulooki: “1 am receiving
phone calls and emails
from potential tenants on a
daily basis.” However, ona
potential tenant that has
not yet committed is the
emirate’s biggest charter
operalor Royal Jet, whi
has an FBO and its affi
at the international airport.
“They have siraints
where they are and have
expressed a lot of interest.”

A major problem in the

8

Middle East has been lack
of parking spaces for busi-
ness aircraft. Al Bateen will
have 50 parking stands and
“I don't want to disclose yet
how many maintenance
facilities”, he says. Because
it started as a civil airport,
the 3,200m runway can
handle aircraft up to an
Airbus A320 or Boeing
800 — a requirement g
the number of Airbus
Corporate Jets and Bosing
Business Jets operating in
the region.

One of the first changes
will be the replacement of
military guards with
civilian security personnel.
“The whole military feel
will go,” says Al Bulooki.
Upgrades to the airfield
infrastructure fallow,
with tenants bringing their
own investment to the site
in the form of FBOs and
hangars. Referring to TAG
Aviation's showpiece busi-
ness aviation terminal at
Farnborough in UK.
acknowledged as one of the
best in the world, he says:
“Hare we have space for
five or six TAGs."” The
airport, he claims, will be
“double the size of
Farnborough on the day it
opens” with an expected 30
to 40 aircraft movements a
day by 2012.

aACaAS Boost

Business Aviation

Come and see us at stand 922 for your FREE demo or email: acas.sales@flightglobal.com or contact:
Europe (UK): + 44 1788 564 800 US toll free: + 1 866 348 4503 www.flightglobal.com/acasbusinessaviation

Subscribe at the Flight stand 922, MEBA 2008 and save 50%
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Changing deals
for Gulf pilots

One of the biggest problems
for fast-growing, Gulfbased
business aviation operators
in recent years has been
mecruiting and retaining expe-
nenced prlots. While the
sunrsoaked, family-friendly
and taxfree lifestyle of the
reglon has always lumed expa-
triates, high prices,
shortages of suitable accom-
modation and horrendous
traffic, especially in Dubai,
has removed much of the
lustre.

Lay-offs of aidine pilots
throughout the world will
adjust the supply and
demand equation in the oper-
ators’ favour temporarily.
However, attracting pilots
with the suitable flying expen-
ence and social skills to work
for high-end business avia-
tion operations remains a
challenge for many, and opar
ators often have to dig deep
1o provide the sort of mmu-
neration packages expected
by the best candidates.

“We have seen some
easing, but this doesn’t
mesan we are getting them
cheaply,” says Faris Deeb,
chief executive of Abu Dhabi
oparator Prestige Jet. *| need
the best of the bast.”

One of the bigges! advan-
tages a business aviation
oparator with a mixed fleet
has over most airlines is that
it can offer pllots the oppor-
Tunity to move up through the
types. *| woukd always rather
upgrade someone Lo a larger
et and get a person in at the
bottom. [t means we can
keep people we like and
leep them motivated.” says
Paras Dhamecha of Dubal-
based Empire Aviation. The
job also tends to be mone
vanad, with pilots going to
Zunch one day and a remote
part of Russia the next. It s
also more customer-focused.
Unlike anomymous afrine
pilots in the cockpit, busi
ness aviation pilots are
expacted to be highly visible
ambassadors for the brand.

A huge problem, however,
Is pilots flitting between opar-
ators, daspite their work
permits contracting them to
a single employer. Deeb
believes the Middle East
Business Aviation
Association needs to take a
lead by asking its members
1o sign a “gentleman’s agree-
ment” not to poach pilots
from each other.

BAE here to build on
ABJ Mid-East success

BAE Systems Regional Ajreraft (Stand
722) is at MEBA buoyed by the
success of its revamped Avro

Busi Jet (ABJ) cory
of vither the BAo 146 or Avro RJ
which it says is proving to be a
significant ni player in the Middle
East market.

Three Gulf governments have
chosen the ABJ to meet their regional
VIP air transport requirements,

The most recent ABJ deliveries into
the region have been to the Bahrain
Defence Force (BOF) which took
delivery of a VVIP RI100 in April -
after ion at Inflite Engi

attracting buyers to the ABJ with
performance, price and cabin size
Teing key. He says: “these unique
aireraft can be ired for regional
airliner prices, which represents
excoptional value for money.

“The interior cabin dimensions are
practically the same as the BE] and so
the ABJ lends itself admirably to
bespoke interior o ions with

them from having a split cabin as this
would contravens existing safety
legislation.”

Whielan adds: “Other advantages
are the aircrall’s independence from
ground support equipment and the
two large underfloor baggage bays
that can accommodate all the luggage
needs of clients in either a private or

several customers nplmg 1o m—l‘!

hat the aircraflt has

their cabins wit
VVIP interiors. The four entry/exit
doors and front and rear galleys allow
for a split cabin which means that
Principals can retain their comfort

Limited at London Stansted r\inmn
This aircraft joined two RI65s already
in service with the BDF.

In addition, the Dubai Air Wing
accepted its first RI85 in tho summer
after conversion to executive configu-
ration by Avmax in Calgary, Canada.
The second RJ85 for the Dubai Air
Wing is currently under conversion
1o a VVIP layout af Avmax and is due
for delivery later this year.

Tha third government to have
chosen thee ABJ is Abu Dhabi where
the Amiri Flight has one R]70 and
ane RJ85. The VIP-configured RI70 is
operated by themselves and the exec-
utive charter-configured RJ85 is
operated under management by Royal
Jet.

Andy Whalan, director sales for
BAE Systems Asset Management says
that a combination of factors is

¥ T
and privacy in the front cabin

nd pendent from their
in. Many
competitor nlruull only have one
door at the front which provents

boen designed to operate on its own
from remote airports and a number of
macifications are available off the
shell such as unpaved runway kits,
a]l'lli forward and rear airstairs,
“The aircraft’s outstanding airfield
1", says

Whelan “and th ; enabl
get in and out of difficult airports
denied to other jets, but which are

much closer to the end destination
the client wants to reach and with the
added advantage of more privacy. For
instance, one ABJ has recently been
Mlying into and out of dirt and grass
airfinlds in Africa with elevations of
6,000ft and runway lengths of
3,000f."

Whelan says that BAE Systems has
experienced an upsurge of interest in
the ABJ in the past year, Recent

commitments hy gnm-rnmu-nu‘ hmh
tawiorth fndt

and charter mgnnmlmn_s means that
there are now around 25 ABJs either
in service or under conversion for
this market.
For more news/show
G
flightglobal com

Hemisphere CRJ conversions breathe new lease of life

New at the show this year is the Hemisphere 200XR
programme from Tailwind Capital and Global Principal

Finanece Company (Chalet 18).

‘The company takes low time and cycle Bombardier
CRJ-200LR regional jets and converts them into a base-
line 15-seat VIP aircraft with delivery available in 2009,

The complotion allows a varioty of optional conl
rations that can include club seating, divans and even a

private bedroom.

PATS Aircraft's auxiliary fuel system is a standard
anel increases fuel capacity by just under 600 gallons.
This in turn gives the retrofitted regional airliner o range

of up 1o 3,000nm.
The aircraft will be

ified dually by the FAA and

EASA as well as being SFAR 88 compliant,

“Wa believe the Hes
unique combination of ultra-large cabin luxury, attrac-
tive |u'u ing and early delivery slots that other
rs cannol offer,” says Tallwind president
Joel Hussey. “Our aircraft are available for customer

sphiore 200XR represents a

delivery in the first quarter of 2009 with the amenities

of new aircrafi, but at a fraction of the price. This makes
the Hemisphaore a highly attmetive opportunity that
really makes sense for discerning customers.”

in assoCiaton with: .
.

Emirates
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ot af the Jargest jets

on show here at

MEBA wern bought

by LS-based Aoro Toy
Stoge to be re-sold, and thoy
axpect na shortage of
Interest from buyers.

“The Middle East has
been growing for us sinco
wr started oparating in the
region many years ago,” says
chief operating officer Ben
Shirazi. The Florida b
quartersd company is the
world's largest trader of
sl business jets invarisbly
adding its own touch of
lusuy stybe before they are
propared for sale,

Thinking of the rnge
noeds of local buyers,
Shirnzi has brought a 2006
Bombiardier Glohal Express
XRS5, a Challenger 605, n
new Falcon S00EX and a
now Challenger 605,

FERRARI
The 605 is “a beandod,
special edition, & fantastic

dosignod. interiar and axie-
rior. by Pininfa
specialists.” The same team
shapes the speedy style aof
Furrari, Maserati and ather
luxury vehicles

Asro Toy Store’s own
completion centre reshapes
Interiors of its salection
which is half pre-owned and
half new. “We have posi-
tions on green aircradt that
you can bave st the end of
the year.” Shiriazi says.

Keeping their hangars
stocked isn't any easier after
the global e
slow. Shimzi says
hard to find & \
tima, late mirdel business
fot, and that's the mijosty of
our busines. "

So fas, ho says. sales
Taven't taken a hit.

Area Toy Store aircraft are a major contractor to the MEBA display

“Business must go an.

Ragardloss of what happens,

peaple need to be al 8
meeting here and o mesting
thors in 0 differont region,
and there's mally only ona
way you can guarmmten that
still today,” he explains.
“They obviously can'l cownt
it nirline transportation for
such a task *

1v's the same for personal

Aero Tay Store's Ben Shimzi - comfortabla in the region

wisits. “We spead quite
a lot of time out of the Lk
hoe sy, amed thay're willing
ay ther fuel and oper-
costs to bring a plane
1y serious buyer to look
Wo're ot afrabd 1o get
im o of our sireradt and
visit them on he other side
of the ocean.™

LOCAL MARKET

That includes trips 1o the
Middle East. where Shirazi
and his futher, Morris, the
founder and chalrman, have
family tins. “We vary
comfortabla ope m.“ in
this region. The chairman is
Muent in Arabic and Farsk
and many of the nalive
tangues,” says Shireed. “We
are very conscious of the
local market neods and
aviation business quite well
now bocaise w n
duing it for some time,” be
saya. But he says it would
be wrong to look af the
rogion az being too
different. “1i's a global
market place,” he says, “No
muiter what the market does

thesw's & demand to move
expcutives and privase indi-
viduals to and from
diffarent parts of the
world.”

arcradl io
erade sh
EBACE. “Shows are groat
It's @ groat excuse 10 invite
your customers from that
region 1o coma in and show
them same new products,”
he says

This year Aeto Toy Store
bias expanded its global
Tootprint. adding a comple-
tions contre in Montreal (o
help the Florida headquar-
tors, and opening sales
offices in Baverly Hills,
California and off the coast
of Monaco. There. a large

yachl serves as a regional
office and an example of
watercraft they can supply
“That’s more of o leisure
item, which is why weo
don't focus so much on it,”
he explains, “It's really for
customers of ours that are
looking for yachis and
yuchi pwners who arm
loaking for nircraft.”

Tha location i the big
benafit of that investment,
he adds, “We find Monace
1o be & bub du
summet tays where you get
to meet everybody from a
1ot of difforest regions. 1
a lot of word of mouth,
Before you know it we'll
meet five or six people from
one cantact. Of five or six
people, ussally half will
bay.”

“Business must go on Rngﬂrdtass of
what happens, people need to be at a

meeting here and a meeting there in a

different region, and there's really

only one way you can guarantee that

still today,

IN BRIEF

FOUR MUSTANGS.

FOR EGYPT

Cessna (stand C01]) has
recenved an order for four
Citation Mustangs froem
the Egyptian Aviation
Acndormy (EAA) for
deivery in the fourth
quarter of 2009,

EAA's salection of the
Mustang fallows its
BXpoTiences opernting
the Cessna 172 as a
training plationm.

By acquiring the
Mustang, EAR says it wil
be the firs1 pilot training
organisation in Africa to
offer Cassna'’s antry-
fervnl jot.

“EAA is committed to
providing worldelass
truining $ervices 10 our
customers perass the
Middie East and Eastom
Mesditermanean,” says
chirman and chisf exec-
uthve officer Hassan M
Hossan. “introducing the
Catation Mustang is the
nest step in thes strategy
and we believe will offer
slugdents an undvalied
practical lesming envi-
ronment.”

Imemational {CCH) and
Sutiud Aviation of Saudi
Arabia have entored a
partnership to opoen an
addtional regional office
I Jecdah, Saudl Arsbis 1o
serve the Midde East
and northem Africa, CC1
his boen serving clients
waorkiwide for mor than
30 years in ancraf selec:
tion and scquistions,
sales, completion and
refurbishment: sviation
consulting. pircraft
appravsals. and export
WANESS sOgAgensents

A RIGHT ROYAL AWARD
Royal Jet (cholet 37) wos
named the Middie East's
leading prve jot charter
&t the World Travel
Awards this year, “What
mitkoes this sward 0
specisl,” says Shane
O'Hare, president and
chilnl gxecutive, is that
the winmers in sach cate-
gory are decided by votes
received from agenits and
travel professionals. So it
Is @ fiem endorsement by
the industry itselfl hat we
ane regarded s the best
private jet charter in the
rogian.

Brign

Win an ipod at MEBA 2008

To enter our free prize draw, visit the Flight stand 922

Terms and Conditions apply. The image is for illustration purposes only.
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If you have time away from the show, Dubai offers
a vast variety of things to do. Whether you fancy
having fun at a water park or seeing the cultural
side of Dubai you're sure to be satisfied. And
remember, just because it's in the desert it doesn’t
mean you can't ski! Marcelle Nethersole gives her
top tips for things to do.

Al Fahidl Fort

This is one of the most historical monuments in Dubai. Built in
1799, it was originally built to protect the Creek from foreign
invaders. Since then it has acted as a palace to the ruling
Sheikh, and as Dubai’s seat of government. In 1970 the fort
was converted in to a museum, known as 'Dubai Museum’. The
museum is one of Dubai's biggest tourist attractions, displaying
a large collection of objects highlighting the cultural richness of

the Arab past, A huge amount of military artefact are on display,

as well as Arabian sailing boats, pearl-diving suits, plus a
complete grave from the AlQusais archaeological site dating
back around 4,000 years. There is also a multimedia and inter-
active show available, where fascinating models give an insight
into the building of traditional souks and dhows.

Atlantis The Palm

www.atlantisthepolm.com

This is one of Dubai's latest attractions. The resort hosts a
range of breathtaking attractions the main one being
Aguaventure, Here you can scare yourself silly on the Leap of

Faith, a nearvertical waterslide which plunges down from the top

of the Ziggurat, take a river ride of over two Kilometres, ride the
water rapids and white water chargers, or sun yourself on the
T00 metre beach. At Dolphin Bay you can get up close and
personal with dolphins at one of its three huge lagoons. View
marine life in the ruins of an undersea city at Lost Chambers.
There are 65,000 marine animals, walk through the tunnel of

sharks, if you dare. And if it's a day of pampering you're after
head to the huge spa offering a huge variety of treatments,
Note: If you're a guest at the Hotel Atlantis you get in to the
attractions for free.

Skilng
It might be 40 degrees outside but that's not going to stop
Dubai having ski-slopes! Ski Dubai is an in-door ski centre which
juts out of the Mall of the Emirates, one of the biggest shopping
centres in the world, and produces real snow with temperatures
below 0.

It has got all the areas covered with a snow park for children, a
quarter pipe for snow boarders, ski runs for novices, plus the
first indoor ‘black’ run in the world.

You'll need to change out of your shorts and flip flops and get in
1o your ski sults and boots which you can hire there. You are
even provided with hats and gloves. After an hour or so on the
slopes you ¢an sit and enjoy a hot-chocolate in one of its cafés
before braving the heat back outside. What a contrast!

Jumelrah Mosque

Left: The Leap of Faith at Aquaventure, takes
you through a shark infested pool (top). Above:
Dubai Museum.

Shopping

Dubai is a shopping paradise with huge shopping malls in abun-
dance packed with designer stores from Armani to Yves Saint
Laurent, and top jewellery stores such as Tiffany's, as well as
general outlets.

If you're in a rush to buy a last minute gift you should head to
Dubai’'s newest mall which is simply called Dubai Mall but it's
certainly not a simple mall as it is one of the largest in the world
with a proposed 1. 200 stores many of which are already open
to the public.

Make a meal of i

Dubal Is a multl-cultural city which Is reflected In its culsine.
Whether you want to dine at a top-notch French restaurant,
or Just grab a hot shawarma, you'll find it all in this bustling
city. The top res are g lly located In the hotels
and you must pre-book. But if you want cheaper fare, you'll
find delicious eateres all over Dubal, plus it will glive you a
taste of real Emiratl life.

Dubai has many beautiful mosques but this is the largest and Al Mahara
most impressive example of Islamic architecture. With its elabo- Burj Al Arab
rate design it makes it one of the most photographed k J irah

in Dubai. = 301 7600
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USEFUL NUMBERS

B Telephone

Country Code: = 00 971

Dubai area code; = 04

From UAE to other countries:
00 + country code + (excluding
initial O if applicable) + private
number

Operator: =100

Directory Enquiries; = 181

Area codes from other
Emirates:

Abu Dhabi: = 02

Al Ain: = 03

Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al
Quwain; = 06

Ras Al Khaimah: = 077
Fujairah: = 70

B Emergency Numbers
Police: = 999
Ambulance: = 999
Fire Brigade: = 997

B Hospitals

Rashid: = 337 1111
American; = 336 7777
Dubai Hospital
{General): = 271 4444

B Pharmacles

Most pharmacies are open
9,30am-1pm and from 4.30pm
1o 8.30pm.

To find 24hour pharmacy call:

= 223 2323, or check your local
paper.

B Alrport Information
Dubal International Alrport

Airport Enquiries: = 206 8666

M Exchange centres

You can change currency in
international aimorts, in all
major banks, foreign exchange
offices, and at the reception of

B Major Alrlines the Airshow.
Alr Canada: For up-to-date exchange rates go
‘www.olreanada.co 0w
Erltieh Alrways: B Lost or Stolen ltems
worwebeitish-sirwoys.co.ok Whatever the circumstances,
Alr India: make an official declaration at
WWW. the nearest palice station as
Continental Alrlines: s00n as possible. You will need
a written report by the police for
Lufthansa: any further steps you wish to
Jofth La:ce: including claiming insur-
Alr France: ’
W Post Offices
Cathay Pacific: Post Offices are normally open
www.cathoy-gir.com between 8am and 5 pm on
Qantas: Saturday through to Thursday.
wwew.gantos.com.ou E;baa Cesgal Post Office:
Singapore Alrlines: 73
WWW.

W General Information

Dubai, Department of Tourism
and Commerce

10-12th floors,

National Bank of Dubai Building.

Baniyas Street, Deira, Dubai PO
Box 594, Dubal

o 971.4-2230000
info@duboitourism.co.oe
www.dubailourism.co.0e

24-howr Postal Services are also
available at the following Emarat
Petrol stations in Dubai - Safa
Park, Al Garhoud, Al Was! Road
and Al Diyafah Street. You can
buy stamps and mail letters and
parcels at these petrol stations.

Open: 12.30pm-3pm & 7pm-midnight

This Is Burj's signature restaurant and thought to be one of
the best seafood restaurants in the world, Enjoy the mock
submarine ride to your table. The food Is first class, as is the
service, You must pre-book!

Vu's

Emirates Towers

Sheikh Zayed Road

= 319 8088

Open: 12.30pm-3pm & 7.30-midnight _

Take a very fast lift up to this award winning chic
French/Itallan restaurant with fabulous views of the city. It's
pricey but well worth it if you want to impress a client, Pre-
book

Blue Elephant

AlBustan Rotana Hotel

Al Garhoud Road

= 282 0000

Open: 12-3pm & 7-11.30pm

This popular Thai restaurant designed as a Thal village, the
centrepiece is a fish-filled lake, Tuck-n to a Royal Thal
Banquet. or just choose your favourite dishes.

MORE

Garhoud

(behind Lifco supermarket)

= 283 0224

Open: 8am-10pm

A great café-restaurant living up 1o its name as the portions
are generous. The breakfast is particularly good, try the eggs
benedict. No alcohol is served here, but do try one of their
delicious smoothies.

Lebanese Village

AkMankhool Road

= 352 2522

Popular Leb serving grilis and
mezze, and delicious shawarmas. Outside dining area gets
busy.
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The malntensnce, mpair and
ovarhaul sector has strugglod
10 keop pace with the rapid
growth of business aircraft in
the Middle East. ufe

and Jot Avintion have large
maintenance shops as part of
i fixeel-lase opocations ai
ermational airpon
and some opertoes cary out
ino chocks, but
many of the region’s business

bo an its way o being fxed,

A number of announcements
at MERA show this
should see a major
investment in Jocal
n||r||n|1m ture over the nox

Abu Jumhl 'n Prestige et

varller this year luunched ts
own malntonance brand,
Prestign Tochnlque. and will

team with the
Aviation to provide eng

and airframe overhaul serv
ices, Although Prestige chisl
expcutive Faris Deeh is
reluctant to talk details and
dates, the plan is 10 open o
shap at the planned bisiness
aviatios-oaly airport at Al
Baboan air baso i downtown
Abu Dhah
series of small mainte
contres arcund the rglo
Thase WI” JIuIII]} e staffed

provide rapid, mobile
alecrali-cu-grovnd suppart,

Uility. Our travelling ADG
tesits will fix the alreraft 1o
leval whore it can Ay.” says

Following that, Prestigo
plans to cpen a major MRO

More plans in pipeline
to beat MRO shortage

contra In Jordan, /
good land prices, scon
stability, a wall-tralned
workforce and an aviation
Hinritagn, the kingdom has
the ncdvantage of being
aestral, with business and
political links with all its
nsighbours including Irn
and Iscael, says Deeh.

He bellevos it was essen-
tlal 0 ook up with coe of
the foremost business avia-

thon services s lists
mther than sttompt to go It
alone [n MRO. “I did

cansider it, but there s
bumbls technical cagn
bilties in this region,” he
says, “We can find enginners
with spanners and ratchets,
bt 12 el & metwork of
logistical support, spare
parts stc. We nendd an
aggressive player with lots of
oxpariaiice.”

Bahruln-based chartor
start-up Rizon Jet, which
began operations last year.

plans 1o ope f
wocutive Will Curtis

doscribos as a 3500 “state
of the art -

tanance facility i the island
s well as & socond
t Londan's Riggin

Avnflability of top:
maintenance suppost in th
rgion Is poor, he balleves.

Jet Aviation continues 1o provide service In the rejgon

“Ws will b filling a big gap.
Peaple in this region are very
discorning abeut service. You
sve that with thilr spending
habits ehsewhars, Yot the

exporience of thind-party
nuintenance here doss not
astch that expectatian, We

this business, margins a
tiny and potential losses ar
Bitage. The difference coubd
b fust one o two mistakes 4
yoar”

Loager-establishad charter
providors i the region are

plan to changs that,” The
mistake s providers
make ls emplaying " iy

salary, but lhal o
welll cost you 20 ar 30 tmes
that if things go wrong. In

Rizon expands into new London base

Babrainbased cxncutive jet operator Azon has 3
expanded into Europo with an B0yoar lonse for

lancl @t the UK's London Biggn M Alport.
Rizan is in the process of constructing a $20
milicn 13,000 hangar and ramp anea.

¥

The new faciity will have maintenance capabis
lies and the company is Alrendy in the process of r
cbtmining EASA 145 spproval for an Avcrall
Coperations Certificate (ADC) for perplanes and

hesliconters.

There will be a fuod base of operation (FBO)
that the company Says is geared 1o maet the high

wapactations of its disceming Gullbased cliantele.
It aiso says L is ancouraged by earty demand for

Its services in London and has ireody sigred the
First hangarage and maintenance contract 10 cover
» Ukbased chent with a Chalienger 605 for

delivery in lste 2009,

To complement its aviation offerings &t Biggin
Hill, the company has sgned b separate afree

mant to bulld 8 $15 millice, T5400m, hotel

Ecgacent 1o as FBO

Chiaf axecutive Wil Curtis says.

“Longon

Biggn Hill has kang noaded s own hotol in order

ta cater for visiting aircres, who ofien hive to

travel some distance 1o find suitable scoommoda

tion. We son i a5 an axtension of cur services 10
provide visiting aircrow to Beggin Hill @ convenient
and competently run hotel.*

Alongside the hatel and FEO faciities. the
company has. plans to work with the Biport in the
Gevelopment of & beEssens sty restaurant,

“Thesne s not 50 much et s new about this

Render of Biggin Hill Hangar to bo buift

concept i one considers it - Ercpesn companies
traditionaily hive the Middle East in ther sights
when it comes to expansion, We are simply doing
busiress the othar way round,” explains Curtis.

"It actualy makes a kot of sensa for us
because the seasonal demand in the Gulf Co-
aperation Council (GCC) aroa invarsaly minoes.

that in Europe with 8 busy winter and guset
summer, We have devised systams by which we
can move sLaff and resources from one theatre
of operation to the other on & seasonal basis,
thiss largely overcoming the Achilles heel of the
majority of charter operatces - namaly the
saasonality of the business.”

also eyeing the MRO markat,

ke an announcement at
MERA fallowing its muve
this year from betng a b
o0
ol wing. and fellow Abu
Dhabi firm Royal Jot, which
has its own line malnip-
nance Eacility for its
Gulistream flest but is
considering a move into
third-party services. “We are
in discussions with various
parties, 1's an ares of Intense

wstublished MRO providers
specialise in certaln brands
and typas. [et Avintion,

Arubia as will as Duba, is
an authorised service centre
fr the Boeing Business Jot
and Gulfstroain GIV and GV,
Falcan 900 and 2000 and

whes GO0 series. Its Dubsal
ar I8 big enough for two

par {0 its rival at the
Dubal nirport fren zone, ls
approved for all Bombardier
..m uft and the Gulfstroam
50 aud G200, a3 woll as
Honeywall engines and
aunliary pawer units.

; with the Middle
s abrcruft

ys s

s 10 be &
dramatic increase in mainte-
nanon fucilities.”
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Falcon swoops to increase Middle East market share

Airbus sets up
Dubai base to
meet demand

Airbus has demonstrated a
firm commitment to the
growing Middle East and
business aviation

v relocating its head

maove was driven by recogni-
tion of the importance of the
rogional market to the
European manufacturer,

“The Middle East rapre-
sents about a third of
il private aviation
business,” Chazolle says. “Wa
are also using Dubai as the
basn for our sales in o
||r\|1hvm .mli southorn Asia.

by I:nuuz ll» m,"

Airbus has brought an
A318 Elite to Dul i
MEBA debut to display the

Dissiult Falcon (chale 25) has increased its local presence
y over the last year with around a dozon Faloons

Tha influx h as brought the installod fleet to 41, which is
projected to double over the next four years.

lohn Rosanvallon, Faloon's chief exec
mcont economic conditions, our 2008 sale
rexpected to remain health

“Despita the
n tha rogion

The Middln East accountad for

a significant share of the 116 Falcons ordened word-wide

during the first three-quarters of thi

According to Rosanvallon, extra incom,
prices has boen a factor behind the sales, but an inc
divarss business intorests throughout the Middle E;

driven growth

rom higl

Dassault's flagship Falcon 7X sccounts for 30 per cont of the
rocant sales, Its 5,950nm mngn allows non-stop connections
with most major business contees in Europe and Asia, Thore are

already two of the type in the region,

i the first of the 20

Falvon 2000LX sold to NAS [National Air Services) in 2007 will
e delivered in early 2008 to enter Notlots Middle East's frac-

tional ownershi
The Frong
and dedi

programm,
abrframer hi

ted spares distribu

v 8ot up a full-time sales office
wn centre in Dubai.

Jacques Chauvet, senior vp, worldwide customer service

Dubai is unique b

ul
The r.ump'm\ is also eva

the airliner in its VVIP config-
uration, The aircraft on the
statii: is ownod by VVIP opor-
ator Comlux of Switzerland,
inte-

g a lounge with
sevaral saating arvas, plus a
private office/bedroom with
nnmltn bathroom. It seats up

comprises the A218 diseribes as the new top-and
and A320 Prestige, which vp of the market in business jets.

sheor sizo and advantage of

keting, David Velupillai “It foatures the widest, tallest

Chance to wntness an Eclipse

The Eclipse 500 on the static at MEBA

Paim Aviation (stand 1000) is displaying an Eclipse S00 with
Mylet of Turkey. After the show, the aircraft will be
performing flight for potential

Comiux has its Elite here. Insot: Francols Chezelle

and most spacious cabins in
its class, with around twice
the cabin width and nearly

thres times the volume of
i businmss jits,”

derived from
the bost-selling A320

airliner which
than 6,300 orders from 285

T

Palm vice and chief Samer
Dabbagh, describes the Eclipse as a “real aviation innova-
tion" and adds: *It offers an attractive alternative to
prospective business jet owners and we are looking forward
to demonstrating it. We believe there will be a ot of interest
in the Middle East.”

Serdar Goksal, board member of MyJet Turkey, says:
“This is the first lime we have attended MEBA and we are
delighted to be participating with Palm Aviation. We have a
strong commitment to the Eclipse 500 and to prove this
we have placed an order for 120 aircraft; we believe that
it will revolutionise air transportation and together with
Palm Aviation we would like 1o introduce this revelution to
MEBA visitors.”

and operat

With more than 100 AC]s
sold, (20 in Saudi Arabia
and 10 in the UAE alone] it
is proving to be a groat

E tis thus
benafit from
:ustomers trading up from
traditional business |
bocause while it is simi

foatures a much more
comfortable and spacious
cabin on the inside,”
Velupillai says.

sa of the e
o a popular
alfrc mﬂ flying from the Asia-F

o uﬂume-r service ma m.znt-x: Dasie I in [ml.d.l] and anothe
soon be appointad for a permanant offic
Both the 7X and the 2000EX am on dis

panding Falcon
jop-over point for
acific region to

ng several mgional service
=0 nln 5 a8 l,Jl\l’Id 5 to join its Ju atthorised rd’l on Sorvice
b S0

t the static park

Chezelle says that the
other aircraft in the Airbus
family are also making an
impact in the region. “The
VIP widsbodies offor oven
mome space and comfort, as
well as “non-stop to most of
the world range,” he says.
“The A340-300s with the
four engir with the
excaption of the A380 - the

(!
Saudi Arabia's MAZ Aviati
adding to several VIP A340
orders, and also landed its
first deal for a VIP A380 at
the Dubsai Air Show last
November.

For mote niws /show
images sea
Nightglobal.com
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The NAS/Netlets 750 will debut here

Hawker 750 makes
its Middle East debut

Netjets Middle East (chalet 35), the largest
operator of business jets in the area, is
debuting at MEBA 2008 and is introducing its
Hawker 750 aircraft — the first in the region’s
aviation industry.

“Netets Middle East is the first company
in this part of the world to have this top-of-
the-line aircralt in its fleet and it will be
made available to our growing number of
aircraft owners in the region,” says Chadi
Saade managing director, sales and
marketing.

The super light jet is commonly referred to
as a spacious conference room in the sky. It
offers stand-up headroom along the entire
cabin length and features a full refreshment
centre.

While the presence of the Hawker 750
(static park, location 15) will be the visible
highlight of Net]ets” Middle East participa-
tion, what is gaining equal popularity among
corporate and individual business travelers is
the cancept of the company’s fractional
aircraft ownership programme, says Saade,

“It certainly makes traveling a lol more
flexible and convenient, given the guarntee
we provide to our customers Lo have their
aircraft available within 12 hours' notice.
This means that the client is assured of trav-
eling safely, globally and comfortably at very
short notice, using Netlets world-wide fleet of
aircrafl,” he says.

The NetJets Middle East fleet includes 16
light, mid-size and large-cabin aircraft,
accommaodating from eight to14 passengers,
with flight range of up to 4,300 nautical
miles. The flect includes the world's top
name aircraft such as Hawker, Falcon and
Gulfstream.

Net]ets” Middle East fleet is expected to
grow by B0 new aitcrafl, on order now, with
projected delivery of one aircraft per month
starting this month.

“What we offer is not only the largest fleet
of aircraft and a team of the best trmined and
experienced pilots and flight crew, but also
an idea — fractional aircrafl ownership —
whose time has come,” adds Saade.

Embraer sets out strong stall at show

Embraer (chalet 30) is
showing off a strong
product portfolio at MEBA.
The Brazilian airframer is
displaying its Legacy 600
on the static display, along
with a cabin cross-section
of the Lineage 1000 and a
full-seale mock-up of the

Phenom 300. Claudio Galdo
Camellier, vp market intelli-
gence says: “The Middle
East is an important Legacy
and Lineage market. The
larger products are
successful here. Our new
Legacy 450/500 aircraft are
salling well in this market

compared to North
America, where there isa
big concentration of smaller
cabin afrcraft.”

To date there are 20
Legacy 600s installed in the
region.

December sees the certifi-
cation and entry into

Future looking bright for Piaggio

Visitors can enjoy the spectacle of two
Piaggio Aero P180 Avanti Il twin pushers at

the static park.

The sophisticated aircraft can climb to
41,000ft and reach a maximum speed of
A02kt.. The cabin is configurable for up to
seven passengers and, at six feet wide and
five feet nine inches high, it is wider and
taller than most of its competitors.

Piaggio Aero Industries is owned by three
shareholders: Abu Dhabibased Mubadala, a

group

taly’s Ferrari
and di Mase families, and India’s Tata
Group, which came on board this October
with an undisclosed investment.

Piaggio is likely to leverage additional

capital from a stock sale towards developing
a business jet. Tata's involvement will also

offer the company a foothold in the rapidly

its books.

developing Indian business aviation market.
Chairman Piero Ferrarl, says: “The future
for Piaggio Aero is bright and, with the
support of world-class investors and
strategic partners like Mubadala
Development Company and Tata, I'm confi-
dent we can realise our full potential.”
There are more than 160 Avantis in
service, and the company has strong
order backlogs. Local operators include
Abu Dhabi-based Prestige Jet, which has
two P180 Avantis under management on

service of the first Lineage,
which will go to Abu

locally. He says: "The
majority of our smaller

in a range of financial
instruments designed to

Dhabi-based Aamer Abdul
Jalil Al Fahim and be oper-
ated for private use. Al
Jabar Aviation has also
ordered five Lineage 1000s,
with options for a further
two. The $42.95 million
aircraft can be configured to
accommodate up to 19
passengers and features a
five-zone luxurious interior
created by UK-hased
Priestman Goode. It can fly
non-stop from anywhere in
the Middle East or Europe
to Tokvo, or Quebec,
Canada.

According to Camellier,
Embraer has not yet sold
any Phenom 100 very light
jets into the Middle East
but is optimistic that there
is a market for the aircraft

aircraft go to North America
and Europe, but we do see a
reasonable market share in
this region. We are already
talking to potential
customers, such as branded
air charter operators, and
foresee a big market for
both aircraft here,”

The Phenom 100 is set
for certification in Brazil at
the end of the month and
will earn its FAA ticket in
early December.

Embraer has been
slammed by turbulent
world economic conditions,
posting a 70 per cent fall in
profits last quarter thanks
to the drop in Brazil’s
currency against the dollar.

Camellier points out that
the company has invested

The Legacy 600 a cornerstone for Embraer in the Gulf

hedge against fluctuations
in the value of the Brazilian
CUrrency.

He adds that Embraer
Executive Jets will produce
strong delivery results for
2009 as it works through its
high backlog. However, he
admits that there is a slow-
down in the market and
says: “We expect a decrease
in the levels of orders for at
least two or three years.”

He is still confident that
the company will prosper.
“We are 39 years old and
developing a strong product
portfolio in the executive
jets segment,” he says.

For more news,'show
( images see
Nightglobal.com
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